2014 June Agenda
June 16, 2014
Meeting begin 10:00 AM
Present: Angel Zickafoose, John George, Cliff Bara, Jason Steward, Melissa Ramano,
Pam Murion, Leslie Pehl and Jennifer Brackney
Welcome - Angel
Reimbursements – Cliff
Reports
❏ Minutes – Jennifer Brackney

❏
❏
❏

❏


Motion to accept the minutes from our October 2013 minutes made by , and a
second was made my , motion passed.
Treasurer – Cliff Bara
o Account profit, loss and balances were circulated and discussed
Budget – Budget Committee Report – David Erikison, John George and Cliff
Bara
o Nothing new to discuss
Math Contest – Marie Boothe
o 3500 students participated this spring at 10 different regional sites
o Through an online discussion, the board decided to allow Sam Noble, a
scholarship winner from Broadus, to differ his scholarship for up to 5 years
as he is entering the military. He is to contact Cliff once he is enrolled into
a post secondary school and we will write his school a check at that time.
o Testing writing will take place next weekend in Billings MT.
MCTM Corporate Sponsors – Hilary Risser
Montana Tech has sent the board the following information on a scholarship
opportunity.
o Montana Tech would commit to giving scholarships tied to the MCTM math contest. Tech would give 10
awards (5 to female students and 5 to male students) for the 2015-2016 school year. The awards would be
$2,000 each. Students would have to attend Montana Tech and major in math in order to receive the awards.
What we would need MCTM to agree to is to






Advertise the opportunity to contest directors and participating schools in the fall. We will give priority
to students that have applied to Montana Tech before the contests end in Spring 2015.
After the contests finish in the spring, we would need the state contest director to send us the names
of the top 20 females and the top 20 males in the scholarship category. From that pool we would then
choose the 10 students to offer awards to. We would prioritize students that had already applied to
Montana Tech. However, we would not eliminate a student from consideration just because they had
not already applied to Tech.
This might be a better model (easier than getting a corporation to sponsor). I certainly think that we
also ought to give similar opportunities to any other universities in the MUS system that would be
willing to participate. Let me know what the board thinks.

The board would like more information in addition to the information providedo What is the definition of a “math degree”?
o Have the other universities in the state been contacted and are they
interested?
o Would this replace the current scholarships that we are awarding or be in
addition to?
o What sorts of recruitment would be done with our list once it is given to the
university?
o We decided to table this for the time being. We will discuss this at our
October meeting.
❏ Leadership Conference – Deb Wickum, Angel Zickefoose, Melissa Ramono
and Pam Murnion
o Enrolment for the Leadership Conference has been a real issue in the last
few years.
o Looking for some ideas for keynote speakers. Pam will contact Chris
DeWald, the OPI Science Director for ideas.
o How do we get people to come?
 Districts are providing their own PDA
 Group discounts
 Advertising
❏ Membership – David Erickson
 Always looking for new members
 People can now pay their membership dues through PayPal
❏ MEA-MFT Missoula - Angel Zickefoose
❏ Program Chairs
 This is Lisa Wood and Mandy Big Horn’s last year to serve as program
chairs
 John George has offered to co-chair with someone if we will help him
find a person to help
 We will have 65 presenters at the conference in Missoula this fall
❏ Keynote
 Dan Meyer
 Eli Luberoff – Desmos
❏ Luncheon
❏ Booth
 We have chosen not to man a booth, but will rather provide information
in the hospitality room
 We will have signs telling people where to go to renew/join and get
more information about MCTM
Trivia Night at MEA – Jennifer Brackney



❏

❏
❏

❏
❏
❏
❏

❏

Pam Murnion motions to provide $500 for a MCTM Trivia Night in
Missoula on Thursday night, John George seconds, and motion
passes
 Cliff will check into locations in Missoula and will contact Jennifer
the 1st of August with ideas
 Jennifer will work on a trophy
Newsletter - Angel Zickefoose
 It seems to be getting lost in the email – Jennifer Brackney and Steven
Riehl will work on finding a better solution to send this out to our
membership
 Set up a Gmail account to send this out – hoping this might fix the
problem
 Lesson Plans – we decided that we are going to quit including lesson
plans in the newsletter for the time being
Native American Scholarship –David Erickson
 Nothing new to report
Election Committee –Don Hickethier, Deb Wickum and Leslie Pehl
 Leslie has agreed to serve on this committee
 We will need a Region 2, an at large and higher education representative
 Higher Ed – David Snow, Matt Roscow
 Region 2 - Troy Boeller, Heidi Horak, Sara Zook
Small Classroom Grants – Don Hickethier (Chair), Jennifer Brackney, Cliff Bara
 We had 1 person apply this year and they will be receiving the grant to
purchase a Chromebook for their classroom
Dean Preble - Cliff Bara (Chair), Deb Wickum,
 John George agreed to serve on this committee
 We are always looking for nominations
SIMMS – Cliff Bara (Chair), Angel Zickefoose
 A letter from the board was sent asking to either have SIMMS marketed or
given back to MCTM, no response was received
PDA –Hilary Risser (Chair), Pam Murnion, Angel Zickefoose & Deb Wickum
 This was canceled for the summer of 2014
 The current plan is to represent the same curriculum next summer
marketing it throughout the school year
Marketing Committee - Deb Wickum, Laura Ascheman, Hilary Risser
 Nothing new to report

Business:
❏ Board Alternates (every director should have 1 person that they have
contacted)
 Everyone needs to make sure that they have an alternate in the board
documents

❏ CCSS Letter of support
 As a board member, make sure to provide information to parents and
community members
❏ Montana Providers for Professional Learning Network  Melissa Ramono will attend as the MCTM representative
❏ June 24 11:00am – 3:00pm - Helena College Agenda:
https://sites.google.com/site/mtmppln/agendas-notes
❏ MPPLN site has been updated with resources such as the regional
maps and school systems list.
https://sites.google.com/site/mtmppln/resources
❏ Affiliates Leader Conference July 25 - 27, Chicago Ill
 We are looking for two board members to attend. If you are interested,
please let Angel know ASAP
 Melissa Ramono is going to pick up our Twitter account
o MLC/MCTM Documents
 All of our documents are currently housed at MLC
 A motion was made by Pam Murion to pay for the expenses of Cliff Bara
to collect and move all of our MCTM documents from the Montana
Learning Center to a storage unit in Troy, a second from John George,
motion passes
❏ Math Contest Scholarship Distribution
 We discussed the below email received from Chip Reinhart. We have
tabled this discussion and will further it and make a decision on it in
October
o First, thank you everyone for volunteering your time to sit on our board. I run the Missoula MCTM
math contest. Since I have been doing it there has been a ton of energy put into recruiting, and it has
been paying off. This year we had 1,403 students register. The past few years I have mentioned to
David Erickson and Linda Horst that the distribution of scholarship money may need to be looked at.
From my end, I have more students competing for scholarship money than other regions. I just cut
MCTM a check for $1,753, so it’s on my mind right now. I definitely understand that the contest does
not make money, and smaller regions also deserve a fair shot. I am asking that at the next meeting
you guys/girls at least discuss the distribution of scholarships, and the possibility of adding a third for
regions over x number of participants. You’re smart and creative. There may be a different solution
that I have not even thought of. So in short, I appreciate you taking the time to at least discuss and
open the floor to the possibility of redoing the math contest scholarship structure. I look forward to
hearing back after your next board meeting. --- Chip



Possible ideas
o Give one additional scholarship for every 700/800 students
o Do nothing different
o Give one additional scholarship for every 1000 students
o The additional scholarship would go to the next highest scorer,
regardless of male/female
o

Adjourn: 2:30 PM

Next Meeting: Missoula October MEA

